
How Do Projective Test Work? 

In many projective tests, the participant is shown an ambiguous image and then asked 
to give the first response that comes to mind. The key to projective tests is the 
ambiguity of the stimuli. According to the theory behind such tests, clearly defined 
questions result in answers that are carefully crafted by the conscious mind. By 
providing the participant with a question or stimulus that is not clear, the underlying 
and unconscious motivations or attitudes are revealed.


